FIG. 1 



Product 





FIG. 2 




FIG. 3 




FIG. 4A 



Authenticating Agency 
is programmed 



Authentication tag is 
affixed to product 



Product is purchased by 
consumer 



Consumer reveals concealed 
code 



Consumer provides product 
identification number and code 
to authenticating agency 



Authenticating Agency accesses 
identification and proper code 
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FIG. 4B 
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Authenticating agency 
sends positive signal to 
consumer 
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Authenticating Agency 
deletes code from database 
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Authenticating 
agency sends negative 
signal to consumer 



